AN    IRREPRESSIBLE    CONFLICT

Illinois in October 1854 and spoke in defence
of his bill and of the principle of popular
sovereignty or 'squatter* sovereignty, as it came
to be called. On October 3 Douglas spoke at
Springfield, and the next day Lincoln answered
him in a speech of three hours. On October 16
Douglas spoke at the town of Peoria, and that
evening Lincoln answered him, delivering the
speech which he had given at Springfield twelve
days before, but with some corrections and addi-
tions. This speech at Peoria is the first of his
great speeches, and it first made him known
outside his own state.

Lincoln's argument in this speech reveals once
more that mixture of the uncompromising
attitude on the moral issue and the attitude of
compromise on the political issue which had
characterised his earlier and less mature
attempts at dealing with the question. He asserts
boldly that slavery is wrong and that therefore
nobody ought to adopt an attitude of in-
difference to it. He says, further, that slavery
must not be extended into the Territories:

'The law which forbids the bringing of slaves
from Africa, and that which has so long forbid
the taking them to Nebraska, can hardly be dis-
tinguished on any moral principle, and the
repeal of the former could find quite as plausible
excuses as that of the latter. . . /

That is one side of the question. But on the
other side he is still no Abolitionist. He sees the
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